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Gunman targets Md. newspaper 


5 dead, 2 injured in attack; suspect had previously sued paper 


By Brian Witte 


Associated Press 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. — A man 
armed with smoke grenades and a 
shotgun attacked a newspaper in 
Maryland’s capital Thursday, kill- 
ing four journalists and a staffer 
before police quickly stormed the 


building and arrested him, police 
and witnesses said. 

Police in Annapolis said a white 
man in his late 30s was in custody 
after the rampage at The Capital 
Gazette. A law enforcement offi- 
cial said the suspect was identified 
as Jarrod W. Ramos. The official 
wasn’t authorized to discuss the 


ongoing investigation and spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

Ramos in 2015 lost a defamation 
case he brought against the paper 
over a 2011 column he contended 
defamed him. The column provid- 
ed an account of Ramos’ guilty 
plea to criminal harassment of a 
woman over social media. 


Acting Police Chief William 
Krampf of Anne Arundel County 
called it a targeted attack in which 
the gunman “looked for his vic- 
tims.” 

“This person was prepared today 
to come in, this person was pre- 
pared to shoot people,” Krampf 
said. 

Krampf said the gunman was a 
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President Trump in Wisconsin 


EVAN VUCCI / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


President Donald Trump is joined by, from left, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, Foxconn Chairman 
Terry Gou and Speaker of the House Paul Ryan at a groundbreaking ceremony for Foxconns 
$10 billion factory complex in Mount Pleasant, Wis., on Thursday. Later, Trump touted his 


economic policies and took some verbal jabs at Milwaukee-based Harley-Davidson. Story, Page 9A 


Trump, Putin to meet July 16 


Helsinki summit follows NATO gathering 


By Jonathan Lemire and Catherine Lucey 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 


President Donald 
Trump and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin firmed up plans Thursday to meet in 
Helsinki next month for a closely watching 
sit-down that will play out just days after 
what is likely to be a tense meeting 
between Trump and some of the United 


States’ closest allies. 

Trump and Putin will meet July 16 against 
the backdrop of an ongoing special counsel 
probe into possible ties between the presi- 
dent’s campaign and Russian officials. The 
investigation into Russian election med- 
dling has raised tensions between Moscow 
and Washington at a time when Trump has 
repeatedly said he wants to build a strong 
personal relationship with Putin. 


“Were looking forward to it. If we could 
all get along, it would be great. The world 
has to start getting along,” Trump said dur- 


ing a visit to Wisconsin on Thursday. The 
day before, he said they would discuss Syr- 


ia, Ukraine and “many other subjects.” 

The summit location and date were 
announced in synchronized statements 
from Moscow and Washington, with the 
White House saying the two presidents will 
“discuss relations between the United 
States and Russia and a range of national 
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Take a walk through the new Bell Museum 


Save the dates, Minnesota: The 
Bell Museum — our state’s official 
museum of natural history — will 
reopen at its new location on the 
St. Paul campus of the University 
of Minnesota in Falcon Heights 
during a grand opening celebra- 
tion July 18-15. 

Home subscribers can look inside 
today’s Pioneer Press for an exclu- 
sive tour of the new museum. Our 
special-edition magazine is a field 


journal of sorts: Our tour includes 
stops at the museum’s digital plan- 
etarium, the hands-on learning fun 
at the Touch & See Lab, the citizen 
science opportunities that high- 
light university research and the 
scoop on how the Bell commis- 
sioned Blue Rhino Studio of Eagan 
to make a new diorama that stars a 
woolly mammoth from Minneso- 
ta’s Ice Age days. 

We also will answer a question 


Ara ETa] Looking for something to do? From dining 
out to heading outdoors, options abound. 


CALLUS Newsroom 651-228-5490 


some of you might have always 
wondered: Why is it called “Bell” 
(Hint: The name belongs to an ear- 
ly and important conservationist). 

Although this magazine is only 
available to home subscribers, 
readers who want to secure a copy 
can stop by the newspaper or con- 
tact us at  editor@pioneer- 
press.com. 


— Molly Guthrey 
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Charges 
dropped 


in Vadnais 
dad's case 


Son’s shooting threat 
led to home search, 
man’s gun stockpile 


By Sarah Horner 


shorner@pioneerpress.com 


Ramsey County authorities have 
dropped all firearms charges 
against the Vadnais Heights father 
of a boy accused of threatening 
violence against fellow students. 

The development was welcome 
but not surprising, according to 
the man’s attorney, who called the 
charges a case of “government 
overreach.” 

Christopher Stowe and his wife, 
Lisa Stowe, were charged in 
March after authorities executed a 
search warrant at their Vadnais 
Heights home following an inci- 
dent at their 13-year-old son’s 
school. 

The boy allegedly threatened 
violence toward his classmates, 
and a parent reported it. 

During the search, law enforce- 
ment found what they said were 
illegal guns as well as several oth- 
er firearms that were discovered 
“loaded and located out in the 
open,” legal documents say. 

The Ramsey County attorney’s 
office subsequently charged 
Christopher Stowe with two felo- 
ny-level counts of prohibited pos- 
session of a machine gun and 
short-barreled shotgun and a 
third count of negligent storage of 
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State tries 
to decipher 


tariff hit 


Boats, pork, beans 
to be impacted 


By Tad Vezner 


tvezner@pioneerpress.com 


The state of Minnesota has 
released a report on the potential 
impact of President Donald 
Trump’s steel and aluminum tar- 
iffs — or rather, foreign reaction to 
them — on Minnesota’s exports, 
identifying hundreds of millions of 
dollars in state-produced products 
that may suffer from tougher mar- 
kets across the globe. 

The data, released Thursday by 
the state Department of Employ- 
ment and Economic Develop- 
ment’s economic analysis unit, tal- 
lied $641 million in Minnesota- 
made exports — from pork to 
soybeans to steel — that would be 
impacted by countertariffs from 
Canada, China, Mexico and the 
European Union. Those tariffs will 
go into full effect at the beginning 
of next month. 

“This is a fluid document,” cau- 
tioned Gabrielle Gerbaud, execu- 
tive director of the Minnesota 
Trade Office. “We wanted to have 
something basic to start talking 
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